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Guide to Pet Safety

In remembrance of

IILEOII

Leo was a star for pet safety
as well as the mascot for Pet Alert.

Leo traveled all over the United States during his ten
year career to help educate pet owners of the problems
and dangers for pets left "home alone" without proper
information and the importance to be Pet Alert,
wherever your pet is.

Leo will be remembered by all who knew
him as a little man in a cat’s body,
who his veterinarians called the "Miracle Cat".

“Leo” you are missed, sleep well for you deserve it.
With Love, Cameron and all your friends
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As the winds blow on and the waters rise deep
You can hear their cries, you can hear them weep
Those you have brought into your home
Those who are loyal, caring and warm
You feed them each day, and tell them to stay
And now when they need you, don't turn them away
When you vowed to love, when you vowed to care
You vowed to sacrifice, and vowed to prepare
So now in times of trouble and strife
You are responsible for more than one life
You need to plan, think, and prepare
For all those who need you

Those who depend on your care

Poem by Cindy Swancott Lovern

Vi
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Legal Disclaimer

The purpose of this Guide to Pet Safety Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Reference
Handbook is to provide a compact, readily available source of information to be used when
time is of the essence. And most importantly, it is to help you prepare and safeguard your
pets and animals from all types of emergency situations and natural disasters. Plus it helps
you guard them against many common household pet hazards.

Please familiarize yourself with the contents of this book so that when an emergency arises,
you will be prepared. Note that the first aid suggestions in this book are to help you render
care until the animal can be examined by a veterinarian. Do not confuse first aid with
professional medical treatment.

Pet Alert™ and the Author, Cameron R. White-Thumwood cannot guarantee your pet(s)
safety, rescue or welfare, but hopes to aid you in taking measures that can help save
valuable time in an emergency, and assist you in preparing for your pet’s welfare and
protection in case there is an emergency or disaster situation.
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If you should have any questions or comments or would like to share information
regarding disaster preparedness or pet safety, please email us at: info@petalert.com.
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FOREWORD

Guide to Pet Safety

Fire Chief Don Howard and his dog of 13 yrs “Shanti”

This is an incredible document that has taken great persistence to complete
and is by far the most thorough compilation of information I've seen on this
topic.

Kudos to you for a tremendous amount of work to help pet owners
understand how to safequard their pets and designing the Pet Alert™
Emergency Information System to have the proper information ready and
where we can use it

Great work,
Don Howard, Fire Chief, Summit Fire District, Flagstaff, A

W A Note from Dr. Kyle

Congratulations Cameron on this excellent work in
creating a very user friendly emergency reference pet
manual. This is the most comprehensive book I have
read on emergency care for the “pet owner” and
certainly covers many types of animals concerning
most pet emergency situations and disaster
evacuation procedures.

7(7& &/u/m%m«wm, DUVyn
Kyle Christiansen, DVM,
Cedar Animal Hospital, Richmond Hill, GA
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PREFACE

Cameron R. White-Thumwood, the author of this book, has spent many years and worked
with many experts in creating both this Guide to Pet Safety and the Pet Alert™ Emergency
Information System for the safety of all pets and companion animals. Her goal is to share this
valuable information to help avoid pet hazards and help you in preparing for emergency
situations, so you can save precious time when it is most important for your pet’s safety and
welfare.

To ensure that you get the most out of this unique and comprehensive “Guide to Pet Safety”
Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Reference Handbook, she suggests that you
purchase and use the Pet Alert™ Emergency Information System which provides the proper
information to first responders. Both are easy to use and can prepare pet parents in providing
their pets and animals with a “life-line-to-safety”.

Cameron is very aware that your pets are an important part of your family, and that you
deserve the peace of mind in knowing ALL members of your family will be taken care of in
case of an emergency, medical situation or natural disaster. It is her ultimate goal to keep the
Guide to Pet Safety and Pet Alert™ Emergency Information System the most EFFECTIVE,
EASY and ECONOMICAL pet emergency and disaster preparedness information available.

However, both items will keep evolving to meet the demands of today’s society, in helping
you protect your pets and animals 24/7 at home, while traveling and even after your death by
providing proper information quickly and easily, during emergencies and disasters. With this
in mind, remember to always keep your entire pet’s information current and up to date.

Guide to Pet Safety xiii ©2009 Pet Alert™



Guide to Pet Safety xiv ©2009 Pet Alert™



INTRODUCTION

Nature gives us beauty that we enjoy as well as conflicts that we must prevail. Therefore, we
must remember that every year devastating disasters ravage our planet and nobody is free
from the possibility of being affected by the unknown. It may come as a natural disaster
such as tornado, hurricane, flood, wild fire, blizzard, earthquake or a man made emergency
such as chemical spill or gas leak.

Whatever the future holds, you need to prepare yourself and for your companion pets and
animals, in case a disaster strikes to avoid tragedy and lost.

Most importantly, your pet’s and animal’s life depends on you and the preparations you
have made to prepare for their happiness, safety and security.

This disaster preparedness and emergency reference was created for all pet owners and for
Pet Alert™ with the help of other professionals to help you prepare for those unexpected but
very possible days.

The Guide to Safety also provides you with “Lists of Things to Do” to be prepared and helps
you in preventing everyday pet hazards with “Lists of Safety Tips”. This book also includes
information so you can make your own Pet Evacuation Kit, Pet First-Aid Kit and Pet Poison
Incident Kit for your companion pets, equine and livestock.

The Guide to Safety can be also used as a quick reference guide for what you should do
during an emergency situation, such as chemical poisoning, heat stroke, aspirin toxicity,
hypothermia, etc. It also includes “Lists of Things to Do” during these types of emergencies
so you can help your pet get to treatment quickly.

Note: That the first aid suggestions in this book are to help you render immediate care until
the animal can be examined by a veterinarian. Please do not confuse first aid with
professional medical treatment.

Please take the time to become familiar with the contents of this book so that when an
emergency arises, you will be prepared.

Most of all, | want to thank you for being a responsible and concerned pet and animal owner
and for being Pet Alert™!

Sincerely,

Caumeron R White-Thuwumwood

Please help us continue Leo's journey to help
educate pet owners about being Pet Alert™
and to give pets a life-line-to-safety by planning
ahead and having proper information readily
available with the Pet Alert Emergency
Information System.
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CQ Chapter 1
PREPARE AND PLAN AHEAD FOR YOUR PETS

Do not wait until it is too late! Countless times people have been
told to leave their homes for a short time, only to find that they
cannot return for days or weeks. Even disasters like gas leaks
and minor flooding can keep you from tending to your pets and
animals for extended periods of time. To prevent situations as
these, TAKE YOUR PETS AND ANIMALS WITH YOU!

It is best to be overly cautious during a disaster warning.
Preparing ahead of time and acting quickly is the best way to
keep you and your family, including your pets, out of danger.

Be Pet Alert™! Advance planning is essential and it could save your pet’s life. In the same way
that you create and practice a disaster and fire evacuation plan for yourself and loved ones, you
must examine the emergency needs of your pets or animals as well.

PET EVACUATION PLAN

Things to Do to Plan Your Evacuation:

1. Set up an appointment to talk to your veterinarian about a plan of action for your pets and
animals needs during disasters.

2. Assemble a pet evacuation kit (see Chapter 2) but always discuss your kit with your
veterinarian to verify it is appropriate for your pet and animal survival needs.

3. Always have a pet first aid kit on hand at home. We have listed several types of first aid kits
in this book that will walk you through the basic steps needed to aid your pet and animal until
you reach your veterinarian. Or you can purchase an assembled pet or animal first aid kit. If
you purchase a pet or animal first aid kit, always check with your veterinarian to verify it is the
appropriate kit for your pet or animal.

4. Familiarize yourself with each type of disaster that your area could be affected by,
including a hazardous material spill.

5. Develop an evacuation plan for all of your pets and animals.

6. Keep written directions to your home near your telephone. This will help you tell emergency
responders how to get to your home, if you are in a state of panic, or in need of rescue, or if a
person unfamiliar with your area is the only person in your home during a disaster.

7. Have a backup generator to maintain food and medication storage that requires refrigeration.

8. Keep all vehicles well maintained and full of gas.

9. Keep emergency cash on hand. Suggested amount is at least $100.00 in bills and change for
ice, fuel, etc.

10. Place notification stickers, like the ones in provided in the Pet Alert™ Emergency
Information System on your front and/or back door, mail box, barn doors, and/or pasture
entrances. In case you are not at home to notify neighbors, fire fighters, police, and other
rescue personnel that pets and animals are on your property. Please note that a sticker alone
is “not” enough information to protect your pets or animals during an emergency when you
are not present, or if something happens to you, the care giver.

11. It is suggested that you keep a current copy of your Pet Alerf™ Front Door Knob Hanger
and Pet Alert™ Vital Information Card with your evacuation supplies for all proper
information and emergency references, medical history about your pets and animals.

12. Make a note on your Pet Alert™ Vital Information Card (one of the items in the Pet Alert™
Emergency Information System) where to find your evacuation supplies and first aid kit.
You should also include your pet’s favorite hiding spots to help save precious rescue time.

13. To facilitate a successful rescue, provide muzzles, handling gloves, catch nets and animal
restraints where rescue personnel can find them easily. Keep in mind that pets and animals
may become irritable and unpredictable when frightened.

14. During a disaster warning mark all of your pet or animal ID tags with a contact phone number
outside the danger zone. You can do this by putting duct tape or masking tape over one
side of the ID tag or collar and write the outside contact number by using a permanent fine
point marker.

Qv3HY Nild @ 34tididd
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